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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


F all the outwarde benefites that God hath 
> beſtowed vppon man ( welbeloued and 
Chriſtian Reader) there is none more pro- 
8 Afitable vnto the church of God, than to kepe 
by vvriting, thoſe things vttered, that are neceſſary, pre- 
cious & godly. The voyce onely heard, periſheth quick- 
ly, and — for a tyme it worke inwardely, yet ſuch 
is mans vveakeneſſe and infirmity, that it muſt not only 
be by liuely voyce beaten into his heade diligently, but 
alſo by writing ſet before him liuelye, and that conti- 
nually. This ſermon therfore, as it was not long ſithens 


vttered zelouſſy, and no doubt by the purpoſe of G0 


himſelfe (Who openeth the mouthes of his Myniſters, 
to ſpeake without feare) ſo nowe cſpeciallye for their 
ſakes, to home then it was ſpoken, it is ſer out to their 
farther vew and conſideration: that things amiſſe, may 
be reformed, and true religion. ſincerely A and 
againſt this time eſpecially, becauſe that a Parlament is 
inſtant and at hande: wherein (if GOD haue not 
ſealed vs vp to abide more feareful and horrible iudge- 
mentes) knowne abuſes ſhall he remooued and many 
vnprofitable ſtrifes ended. Surely, ſurely, if now it bee 
neglected, let vs not thinke long ro eſcape vnpuniſhed. 
It will be to late the thirde daye to intreate for mercy. 
Tamerlan Gods vengeance, when his blacke tentes are 
once vp, though we come out neuer ſo humbly wyth 
Laurell in our handes, beclad in white garmentes, yet 
will he not be intreated, but by the ſelfe ſame ſinnes 
whereby we haue offended, with the ſume we ſhall bee 
puniſhed , The Iſraelites by murmuring and wiſhing 
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To the Reader. 
. 2. 25. lech, ſinned, & by fleſh they were puniſhed. The Leuirs t 
x eg. kl. wite playing the whoore, by hauing hir body abuſed, d 
[| # was killed. Salomon the wyle, greatly in Gods fauour 1 
uit. to. at the beginning. ſinned through Idols, and therefore 
Samu. 4. Was ouercome of Ieroboam an Idolatrer. Nadab and 
Abihu offering ſtraunge fire vnto the Lorde, were both 
| gies of fire conſumed , Banah and Rechab killing Iſboſeth, 
\ 1 were killed themſelues. Abimilech killing his bre- 
Aclicũ. 1. x ; eee 3 
thren, was killed himſelfe of a woman , Adonibezeck, 
cutting of the rhumbes of the handes and feete of. > o. 
Regũ. 22. Kinges, was taken himſelfe and vſed after that ma- 
| ner. Ahab the king of Iſrael, diſpiſing truth, and fo- 
lowing lyes as iuſtly plagued of God, when he ſent 
forth a lying ſpirite to deceyue all his Prophetes. Terri- 
rech. 14. ble is tbat threatning of Ezechicl , when he ſayth that 
God will ſeduce both Prophet and people, that they 
both may periſh in lyes, which haue refuſed to follow 
i him in truth. As for vou, O houſe of Iſraell (ſayth the 
e. 20.39. Lorde) go you and ſerue euery one his Idol, ſeing that 
| you will not obay me. What ſhoulde I rehearſe anye 
more examples? the ſcriptures are full, and they are 
written for our learning ,vppon whome the endes of 
the worlde are come, that we ſhoulde take heede and 
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| beware, leaſt we offende and periſh as they did: for if 
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we be equall with them in ſinne, and diſobedience * 
may ſafely be pronounced, that we ſhall feele the ſame 
puni:hmentes . Happie therefore is that Prince, and 
country that heareth Gods Miniſters with full purpoſe 
| | ot obedience,and happie are thoſe Miniſters, that in the 
power and ſtrength of Gods fpirite, and in affuraunce 
| of their calling, reach all men their dueries wythoure 
blaunching and flatterie, whatſoeuer countenaunce 


they 
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To the Reader. 

they beare ypon this ſtage of ſhort continuaunce,ywhe- 
ther they be Princes er interiours . For herein appea- 
reth Gods loue towardes them, in awaking them out 
of the vaniſhing dreames of their lothſome pleaſures, 
to the performance of his work, vvhich he wil not haue 
ſo neglected, that they ſhall preferre any worldely thing 
vvhatſoeuer before it. Nowe therefore Cods Church 
ſo long time neglected. we truſt ſhall be regarded, and 
the good counſayles of the Lorde, brought by his meſ- 
ſengers and ſeruauntes, obaved . It is not vnknovvne. 
hat blinde and ignorant Miniſters are in the Church, 
what contempt creepeth vpon it dayly , what diuiſion 
hath ryſen in the ſame for the Popes trappinges , the 
tayle of Antichriſt,and the outrwarde markes ot the Ro- 
mith beaſt; what hurt the quarell of chem hath done to 
manye, what diſcredit it hath brought to a number, 
what ſorov to all the godly , whatioy to the wicked. 

Nowe if they will not amende it, but yet through 
worldly pollicie retayne it, reſpecting the ſtrength of 
fleſh and bloud, let them thinke that this neglect of 
Gods ſpirite ſpeaking in his Prophets, with ſuch open 
contempt in denying to follow the knowne truth, can- 
not but prouoke Gods heauie and whote vengeaunce 
ſpeedily to be potired our vpon vs. The Sunne, Moone, 


and Starres, haue alreadie at his commaundement from 


heauen threatned vs. Bloudie cloudes haue appeared to 
terrifie vs. Straunge Monſters, Earthquakes, vnnaturall 
ſwelling of foudes and waters, and to conclude, vn- 
wonted mouings of the earth, haue beene tearctull vn- 
to vs. If theſe will not ſerue, more veheinent ſickneſſes, 
famine and hunger, ciuill warres & bloadthed with the 
taking away ot our ſoueraigne (Which God forbid , 
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To the Reader. 


and rather bleſſe with true godlineſſe, and long lyfe ta 
raigne ouer vs) in the meaſure of our finnes will God 
poure out vpon vs, and ſo we ſhall periſhin his iuſtice 
vtterlye, that in mercy refuſed to embrace his truth o- 
bediently. 

Therefore from the higheſt to the loweſt, let ys re- 
turne to the Lorde ſpeedily, and vnfaynedly : So ſhall 
Gods Church be reformed, our Miniſterie amended, the 
ſeruice of God by the infallible rule of his truth direc- 
ted. The hireling, timeſeruer, and vvoolfe remooued, 
the godly and true Miniſter well prouided for and des 
fended,and all ſtraunge worſhips , ſtraunge garmentes 

beſtayned with popiſh filthineſſe, and monuments 
that can repreſent nothing to our eyes, but 
execrable Idolatrie, be quite abando- 
ned. Which God in his great 
mercie bring to paſle for 
his Sonne Chri- 
ſes ſake, A- 


men. 


Farewell gentle Reader, 
and vſe this Sermon to 


thy comfort. I. F. 


eA Sermonpreached before 


the Queenes Maieſtie, the. 25. day 


of Februarie, by Mayſter 
Edwarde Dering. 
1569. 


O Lorde open thou my lippes, and my 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy prayſe. 


' P38ALME,78.70, 


CHe choſe Dauid his Seruant alſo, and tooke hitn 
from the ſheepefoldes , euen from behinde the 
Exves great with yong tooke hee bim: to feede 
his people in Jacob, and hys inheritaunce in Iſ- 
racl. So he fed them according to the ſimplici- 
tie of his heart, and guided them by the diſcre- 
tion of his handes. | 


He Pꝛophete declareth in thys 
Þſalme,howe God of his iuſtice, foꝛ the 
great ſinne of Ephzaim,tooke from that 
tribe both the tabernacle and the Scep⸗ 
ter, and gaue them to the tribe of Juda: 
whom then accoꝛding to his mercy he had purpo⸗ 
ſed to bleſſe with all perfite happmeſſe. In which 
we learne not to abuſe Gods mercies, leaſt they be 
taken away from vs, as from the trpbe of Ephꝛa⸗ 
im they were. And then what helpeth it vs that in 
tymes paſt we haue beene happie? Ind leaſt this 
ſhould happen alſo vnto the tribe of Juda, to fall 
from Gods inercies, into his diſpleaſure: the P29= 
phete in this place ſtirreth them vppe to — 
nelle, 
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neſſe, that they may be found woꝛthie to haue cone 
tinucd towarde them ſo great bleſſings. Ind this 
he doth by example of Dauid, in ſhewing both how 
mercifulip God had delt with him, and how obedi⸗ 
entiy Dauid walked befoze the Loꝛde. 

And herein he vleth as it were thzee reaſons to 
mooue them withall : The firſt is of Gods great 
mercy whence he had called Damd. The ſecond is 
of Gods intent and pittpoſe wherevnto hee called 
him. The third of Danids owne perſon how faith= 
fully and how truly he did execute thet where vnto 
he was called. The firſt Argument oz reaſon he 
compachendeth in theſe wozdes : Hee choſe Dauid 
his ſeruaunt,and tooke him from rhe ſheepefoldes; 
The ſeconde in theſe wozdes: Hee choſe him to 
feede his people in Iacob, and his inheritaunce in 
Iſrael. The thirde in theſe woꝛds: So he fed them 
according to the ſimplicitie of his heart,and guided 
them with the diſcretion of his handes. Theſe ar⸗ 
gumentes will I fpcake of, as God ſhall gine mee 
vtterance. And if they ſhall be now moze cffectuall 
to moue vs, than they were then to moue the peo⸗ 
plc of Iſrael, then be Wee pzofitable and happie 
hearerg. It not, it is good right and reaſon, that as 
we haue bene in the felowſhip of the ſame ſinne and 
iniquitie, ſo we ſhould be pertakers of the ſame re⸗ 
warde and puniſhment: that if God ſhall ſo deale 
with vs, that we loſe againc both the Tabernacle 
and Scepter, as they haue done befoze vs, we can 


ſay ns other but the Loꝛd is righteous, and behold - 
we haue eaten the fruite of our owne labours. Let 


vs thertoꝛe conſider of theſe arguments, and ſtyzre 
vp as we may the gif: of God that is in vs, that at 
lẽgth we may lcarnc by them moe holy obedience. 
The fu ſt argument is the good nn 85 
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before the Queenes Maieſtie. 


Gods mercies whence he called Dauid. Which ats 
gument alone is ſo ettectual and ſtrong to ſtyꝛre vs 
vp to the obedience of eur calimg , that it 1s able 


nough to rapie vs againe, though we were neuer 


o decpe ſunken in rebellion. Jure pzouic of the 
efficacte of it map be vnto vs the oft and continuall 


vie of it in the facred Scriptures . Foz ſecing that 


Gods ſpirite in his holy woꝛde Toth lo oft applie it, 
both as a helpe to confirme the godly, and as a pꝛe⸗ 
ſent remedie to turne againe the moſt obdurate and 
wilfull ſinner fron his obſtinate purpoſe: ſurelpe, 
except all the dewes of Gods mercpes bee meruay⸗ 
louſly dꝛped vp in sur barren heartes , theſame ar⸗ 
gument if we can well thinke of it, will be ettectual 
in vs to wozke our regenerarion in the newneſſe of 
ivfe - when God would hanc Abꝛaham to foꝛget 
his Countricand his fathers houſe, to go that long 
t weary tourney into the land sf pꝛomiſe, where he 
and his poſteritie ſhoutd dwell after him, he confir= 


med him with this ſaying: I am the Lord thy God, Gen. 1 5.7. 


which brought thee out of Vr of the Chaldeans. 
Wy this remembꝛance of his foꝛmer benefites, he 

erſwaded Ibꝛaham to aduenture all that he pꝛe⸗ 
ſentip enioyed, vppon hope ot a better pꝛomtſe, 
which pct hee had not ſeene, but Which ſhoulde bee 
fulfilled, 

When God would moons the child2en of Abꝛa⸗ 
ham, that is the childꝛen of IJſracl, to turne ugame 
from their great iniquities that they had ſo longe 
pꝛactiſed in the hardneſſe of their heart, he vleth but 
this argument, to teil thein of ell the mileries that 
they Were bone in: there Countrie to be a curl ed 
-Countrie : their fathers Jdolaters,thenielues gi⸗ 


uen ouer to all voluptuouſneſſe and pleasure, not 10 
regarding God, noz ſeeking his reug:on. In which Cen. 11.82. 
Woluñ eſtate when the Loꝛd god did behold chen, Exo. 3. 10. 
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A Scrmon preached 


Exo. 12. z 7 he pitied their miſery,and layd euen the vnto them: | 


You ſhall live. By which pꝛomiſe their fozmer 
Wo vaniſhed awap : and in ſtecde of nakedneſlc 
they were clothed with bzoidzed wozke,thep were 
couered with fine ſilke , decked with manye oꝛna⸗ 
mentes, and had a crowne of beautie vppon thepz 


loſu. 23. 16 headcs. {ow therefoze that they ſhould not Walke 


Eſa. 4 3. 3 4. in their owne waics,0z commit Jdolatrie as other 
Gentiles did, noꝛ treade ſuch benefites vnder their 


Ezc. 1 6. 6. . 45 
fecte:this argument as a ſtrong medicine the Pꝛo⸗ 
phete repeated often, and with many wozdes. 
2. Samuel Thus God delt oft with the kinges of Jſracl 
1 2.7. 8. 9. And ef Juda, when they beganne to fall away, and 
Samuel Walke as other nations walked that were rounde 
50 about them. He called thein backe by putting them 
1517. 18. oft in minde, howe his mercy had bene with them, 


19 and from what lowe eſtate he had rapſcd them vp. 
I. Regum Thus the Pꝛophetes of God dealt often with the 


14. 7.8.9. pcople. Joſua, when he had bzought them into the 
v. Regum land of Canaan, to the ende they might keare God, 
16. 2 3. 4. and ſo make their dwelling ſure he made vnto them 


a long repetition of Gods benefits, that by remem= 
bzaunce of them, their dull ſpirites might be ſtirred 
vp the moze obediently to follow God. Samuel, 
when he was afrapde of Gods heauie diſpleaſure 
towardes the people of Jſrael , bicauſe they had 
alked a king foꝛ them: to the end they might turne 
away Gods anger from them by their ſpeedie re⸗ 
pentance, he tolde them what God had befoze done 
fo: them, as a readie wap to make them beware af= 
terwarde, how they did willingip offende ſo louing 
a father. Steuen when he would haue perſwaded 
thoſe, whoſe iniquitie was nowe growne to ſo full 


loſu. 2 4. 2. 


Samucl 
10.18. 


Actes. 7. 8. 


wee 


.grov 


and $ 
dayc 


meaſure. that thep had crucified Chꝛiſt, as though ſunn 

in this alone were the greateſt hope of amende⸗ ſinne 

ment, he choſe no other wap to conuert them, by vs af 
thi | 
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this, to ſhewe in long exhoꝛtation what God had 


done fo2 them, and foz their fathers. Ind this as in 
the beginning it was giuen by the holye Ghoſt to 
man, as a ſoueraigne medecine to keepe him farre 
from vnthankfulneſſe: ſo it hath beene continued 
by the ſame ſpirite from tyme to tyme to ſtyꝛre vs 


vp not to koꝛget the Lozde. Our ſauiour Thꝛiſt 


te make his Diſciples ſure, and that they ſhoulde 


neuer ſhʒink foꝛ aduerſitie, he told thein often this, Iohn. 15.1 6 


that they had not choſen him, but hee had choſen 
them. Saint Paule, when hee would mooue the 
Coꝛinthians foꝛ to auoyde the falſe Apoſtles, and 
to follow Chziſt, he perſwaded them thus, that in 


tpines paſt they were Gentiles,and were willingly 


lead awape to dumbe J doles. And againe to the 
Epheſians. You were in tymes paſt dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſinnes, you walked after the Prince that 
ruleth in the ayre, after the ſpirite that nowe wor- 
keth in the children of diſobedience : but God who 
is rich in mercyes, through the great loue where- 
with he loued vs, euen when vve were dead, hath 


quickened vs in his ſonne Chriſt. 


1. Cor. 1 2. 2 


Ephe. 2. 2. 


This argument, dearely beloued, ſeing it is ſo 


ſtrong, let vs apply it vnto our ſelues, foz our diſ⸗ 
eaſe cleaueth faſt vnto our bones with long conti⸗ 
nuance, and wee haue ncede of ſharpe medicine to 
heale it agayne. Let vs therefoze vſe it ( beleech 
vou) and if Gods ſpirit haue not foꝛſaken vs, that 
wee be vncurable, no doubt we ſhall recouer and 


ng growe to amendeinent. Let vs ſee our own eſtate, 


cd 


ull 


gy 


and what God hath done foz vs, what ciowdye 
daycs haue gone ouer our heads, and in how fapze 
ſunne ſhyne we be ſet agapne, and no doubt where 


de=- ſinne hereafter ſhal allure vs as befoꝛe, it wil make 


= vs afraide of his deceitfull vo We will neuer 
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Col. 2.75. 
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Ezech. 3. 9. 


A Sermon preached 

be bꝛought with the berotie of the golden Cap to 
dꝛinke ofthe ſpirituall whozebomes that arc with⸗ 
in. We were in tymes paſt Gentyles, t vncircum⸗ 
ciſed people, nowe Chꝛiſt hath pulled downe the 
Wall of ſcperation, and made vs all one, euen h 

childꝛen of adoption. we were aliaunts from the 
common wealth of Iſracl, now we are recepued 
as Citizens in the company of his ſapthfull . wee 
were ſtraungers from the cournaunt and pzomile, 


now Chꝛiſt hath delpucred a newe Tcltament, in 


Which we alſo are written heyꝛes of mercie. we 
lpued ſometune in ignoꝛancte. and had no hope, now 
we haue receyued knowledge, and arc comkoꝛted. 
We Were without God in the world, and could no 


Where lay downc the terrours of our ſinnes, but 
now we haue recevued the ſpirite of adoption, by 


hich We cry, Abba Father. Ind What ſhould 
{ap moꝛe: We Were ſubiect vnto ſinne, hell, death 
and cendemnation: nowe Chrtlt hath ſpopled the 

zincipalities and powers, veipuered vs out of the 
power of darkneſſe, tranſiatcd vs into a Kingdome 
of immoztality and grace. Except We haue ſet our 


hartes as an Idamant ſtone, oz as the Pꝛophet 


fapth, made our hartes and faces lyke the flint: it 
is impoſſihle but that this cogitation ſhould moue 
vs : On it᷑ it do not, ſurely ſurely, though the Loꝛd 
had not ſpoken it thus often vnto vs, oꝛ it the ſcrip⸗ 
ture wcre not witten foꝛ our inſtructien, pet the 
lawe of nature woulde cendemne vs fo2 moſt vn⸗ 
thankfull men. Day and night we ſhould beare a 


Wytneſſe in our owne conſcience, howe fearcfull . 


iudgement God hath reſerued foz ſo great iniquitie. 
Who amongſt vs coulde beare it, to be rewarded 
with vnthankkulneſſe, where we haue well deſer⸗ 
ucd: To be contemned of thoſe, whome we rayſed 
by to honour - To be ſpoyled of thoſe , gr 
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befo2e we had clothed © To be betrayed of thoſe, 
whom we haue e:ptcially truſted £ And how then 
arc wee blinde and vnderſtande nothing? Howe 
ſhall the Loꝛde beare it at our hands, ik we be vn= 
thankfull vnto hym,if wee contemne Him, rob hun 
of his honoz , Who alone hath made vs glozious, 
when we Were coucred with our owne ſhame and 
contuſion : The Loꝛde graunt vs his holy ſpirit, 
that we deceyue not our iclucs. 

There is nothing moꝛe cFectuail to mocue a 
ſonne to obedience, then to know he hath a louing 
kather. Qothing mak eth ſs truſty the bondſeruant, 
as to remember he hath a gentle maiſter. Qothing 
mabeth the ſubiect moꝛe fapthful vnto his Dꝛince, 
then to feeie by good experience his Princes cle= 
mencpe. Nothing topneth man kaſter in the bonds 
of friend hip, then to conſider wel what his friend 
Hath done foz Him. And let nothing binde dur obe= 
dience moe carefullye to the Woꝛde and Wyll of 
God, then that he hath ſs long continued mercifult 
nts vs. As ſure as the Loꝛde doth lyue, thys is 
his holye truth: he that cannot bee mooued wyth 
this, he hath not Gods holy ſpirit: Pooꝛe oz rich, 
bond oz free, hye oz low. Mobile oz of lowe degree, 
Pꝛince oꝛ ſubiect, all is one. The remembꝛance of 
Gods mereie muſt make vs all thankful, were we 
neuer ſo mightye. This cogitation muſt baniſhe 
karre from vs the pꝛide of a kingdome, to thinke 
howe God hath rayſed vs from the ſheepefoides . 
whoſocuer can ſay thus: I haue beene bonde, but 
am free: J haue bene in daunger, J ain in ſafe⸗ 
tis: J haue beene fearefuil and trembling, J am 
carcleſſe : haue beene full of ſozrow , now mp 
ſoule is at reſt : I haue beene in miſerie, J am in 
dignitie: J haue beene a pꝛiſoner, J am a BDꝛin⸗ 
ces: helceue me, belecue ine, it the great and may 
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Cities, which he buylded not: if the houſes full of 
all maner of golde, which he filled not: if the vine⸗ 
pardes # Oliue trees, which he planted not, dyd 
not make him koꝛget the 1 ozde, which bzought 
hun out of the lande of Egipt, out of the houſe 
of bondage: if pꝛoſperity haue not made him dzon= 
ken, ſo that he hath baniſhed farre from him all 
ſence and vnderſtanding, the remembzancec of this 
thing will make him thankfull vnto him that hath 
bene the wozker. 
yea, cuen pou that are now a Pꝛinces of Maie⸗ 
ſtie, it pou haue felt any ſuch alteration, take heede, 
flye farre away from all vnthankfulneſſe. If pou 
haue ſene the dayes , in which pou haue ſayde: O 
Loꝛd, haue no friend but thee alone, nowe that 
pꝛoſperitie hath bought vnto pou a great man of 
fapꝛe countenaunces, foꝛzget not that God, who 


Nlath. 7. 26 Was pour onelp Friend in trouble. If in tymes 


paſt pou haue pꝛaped that yon might not build vp⸗ 
on the ſande, to haue pour honſe ſhaken with cuerp 
blaſt of wynde : now that you haue chopce of pour 
own ground, take heede beſeech pou, where por 
lay pour foundation. Mowe that the Sterne and 
Helme is in pour own hand, guyde pour Shyp ſo, 
that the waues do not ouer runne it. It pou haue 
pꝛaied in tymes paſt vnto God to molifie pour eni⸗ 
mies hartes, and to bꝛing their cruell pꝛactiſes to 
nothing : now that pou pour ſelfe are ſet in ſafetie, 
be not cruel! vnto Gods anoynted, # doe his Pꝛo⸗ 


Pl. 105.15 phets no harme. J neede not ſeeke farre foꝛ of- 


fences, whereat Gods people are greeued: eucn 
rounde about this Chappell IJ ſce a great manpe, 
and God in his good tyme ſhall roote them out. It 


Pſal. 4 4.2 2 pu haue ſayd ſometime of pour ſeife: tanquã ouis, 


as a ſhecpe appoynted to be ſlayne, take heede yeu 


lere 31. 18. heare not nowe of the Pꝛophet, tanquam indomi- 
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ta Iuuenca, as an vntamed and vnruly Heiffer. J 
will not with many woꝛdes admoniſh your Ma⸗ 
ieſtie that are wiſe ynough : onely J wpll ſay this, 
returne vnto pour owne heart , and ſearche pour 
rapnes- And here I ſet befoze pou the tribunall 
ſeate of Chziſt. If you knowe theſe things to be 
true, diſcharge the fapth you owe: grieue not 
your qupet conlcience , leaſt it begin to accuſe you, 
and the burthen of it be greater , than pou ſhail be 
able to beare. If God haue defended pou mygh⸗ 
tilp, as euer he did Dauid the Pꝛophet: diſcharge 
pour faith with the Pꝛophet Dauid, & cry in ſpirit : 
Quid retribuam Domino pro omnibus quæ retri- 
buit mihi? What ſhall giue vnto the Loꝛd foz 
all thoſe benefites that He beſtowed vpon me: 
And thus much as God hath gyuen mee vtte⸗ 
rance, N haue noted vnto you out of the firſt part 
of this ſcripture, how that God did chooſe Dautd 
from the kheepekold. The KL 02d gpue pou grace to 
confeſſe his goodneſſe, and ſhewe pour ſelues mote 
thankefull foꝛ all his benefites . One other thyng 
we map note here, that all that we haue of God, it 
is of his free mercy, it is not of our deſeruing, euen 
as he gauc both the Tabernacle and the Scepter 
vnto the tribe of Juda, becauſe he loued it. So 


GOD gaue vntohys people a lande that flowed 10 


with milke and honie, but he gaue it not foꝛ their 
righteouſnes, koꝛ they were a froward people, but 
bicauſe he loued them. So God dealt fauourably 


with Sion, that is with the childzen of Jſrael, Deut. 1. 8. 


not bicauſe of their obedience, foꝛ they were a re⸗ 
bellious Natton : but bicauſe hee reinembꝛed hys 
othe which he ſware vnto their fozefathers. So 
God fulfilled the pꝛophecie of Jacob, and he bleſ⸗ 
ſed Judah, but he fulfilled it in Dauid, whom he 
tooke from the ſhcepefoldes. So Chziſt made his 

| kingdoms 
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kingdome euerlaſting in tze houle of Jacob, but 
he lapde firſt the foundation or it. And nowe hee 
hath buylded it vp nepther by the wiledome of the 
Wyle, noz by the vnderſtanding of the pꝛudent, but 
to teltifie vato vs his free grace and mercie. Yee 
hath choſcn the fooliſhe things of thys woꝛlde, to 
confound the Wyſe, and the weake thungs of thys 
Woꝛdd to conkfounde the mige: ans vie thinges 


of tie wozid which are diſpited, to bing to naught 
the thiags that are eſteemed and had in regutation, 


foꝛ this caule alone (as the icrigtare witneſſeth) 
that no fleſhe ſhould reioyce in h s pꝛeſence. 

But what neede we ſo farre to ieeke fo2 exam⸗ 
pics - Let vs beholde our ſelues how plentitully 
at this day are Gods inercies and benctitss poured 
out vpon vs, both vpon our Quecne, and vppon 
hir people. How inightilp doth he defend vs in is 
many daungers: How (pt we here in ſafetie, when 
all the woꝛlde is on an vpꝛoze:? And is this thinks 
pou, of our deſeruing, oz rather of Gods mercy? 
Nov ſureiy,ſurclp, we were veric blinde, ik wee 
Would not all conkeſſe with the Pꝛophet Jicremy, 
that it is Gods mercic that wee be not conſumed. 
So much diſobedience both in Pꝛince and ſubiect, 
ſo little care of duetie, fo decpe fozgetfulneNe of 
God: what doth ic eiſe deſerue, but heauie iudge⸗ 
ment - What can it teſtifie elſe, but that all theſe 
bleſſings are of mercye: well, well, the wyſett 
Tape is to take hecpe in tyme. Let not cur ſinnes 
ſcperate betweene G od and vs. If there ber no 
Where examples that we can looke vpon, vet tet vs 
beware by the tribe of Ephꝛaim, that we abnſe not 
Gods mercies, foꝛ feare we loſe them. Bicauſe we 
are now out of daunger, æ there is no perill that 1g 
pꝛelent, let vs not therfoꝛe ſay as prgwd Wavilon: 
I {it like a Queene, and ſhall ſee no cuill, I ſhall be 
| 15 a Ladic 
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rie of all his valiaunt actes, and rode thꝛough the 
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à Ladie for euer, and ſhall ſee no loſſe of children; 
He tłat thinketh he ſtandes (fapth Paule) let him |, Corin "i 
talte heede he All not. It is no good argument , | 
that aur eſtate is ſure, bicauſe God hath delyuered 

vs out of a great many of treubles . Map, let vs 

the rather keare, # be the moze circiunlpect. Gods 

arme that hati bene ſtretched out foz our ſalegard 

in tymes paſt, is not nowe dꝛawnce in that he can 

not agapne gricuc vs. God deliuered the people of 2. Regum. 
Iſrael ont of the handes of manye and grieuous 17.6.1 8.2. 
enimieg: but pet when the people of I ſrael would 
in no wiſe amend, God could rapſe vp Salmana⸗ 
ſar to lead them away to perpetual captiuity. Map, 
we hauc a great many moꝛe fearefyul examples tien 
thys. we haue feareruli cxamplcs betoze our cpcs, 
to take heede of Gods iudgenientes, when wee Ea.z7.15, 
abuſc his graces. God defended Senacherib in the 33. | 
—— ok a great many cf countries, in al which 

he eſcaped harmeleiſe: yet when he knew not him⸗ 
ſelfe, but blaſphemed the God of Flracl , euen bez 
foe the walles of Jeruſalem, Good coulde finde 
Him out at home in his owne country, and in the 
Temple of his Idols his owne ſonnes flue hym. 
Igamemnon ten peares togpther in moztall and 
bloudp Warres, c culd neuer be hurt: pet after, at 
home in his ownc houſe by his owns wyte he was 
kylled. Bibulus a noble Romane, gat manp vic- 
toꝛies, and till cfcaped perill: pet afterward in the 
Titie of Nome, when he ſhould haue had the glo⸗ 


2. Re. 18.9. 


Agametm- 
Non. 


Bihulus. 


ſtreetes iu the pꝛide of his triumph, a tple falling 
from the houſe, firokc ſo deepe into his head, that 
it kylleo him preſently, Julius Ceafar,tn winung fulius C 
the welk part of che World, in. 51. ſet baltapies ne⸗ 13 ; 
ter recepued daungerous ſtroke : pet after ail hys ** 5 

| C.. daungers 
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daungers ſo happely eſcaped , at home in the Ses 
nate houſe, in the middeſt of his Mobilitie, and in 
his Parlament robes hee recepued. 24. woundes, 
and all of them deadly. Manp ſuch examples are 
befoze our epes, to make vs beware and take heede 
1 of ſecuritie, when anpe daunger is paſt : and to 
f take heede of foꝛgetfulneſſe, when we haue recey⸗ 

1 ued mercy. The Loꝛde enrich vs with the graces 
31 of his ſpirite, that when wee often beholde from 
' _ whence we haue bene delpuered, we may ſeeke di⸗ 
1 ligently, and be alwayes carcfullhowe to be found 
| Theſe: t which J lade the Þ 
wn 3 1 elecond argumen ic atde the $920= 
s | — phet vſed, to make the people thankful, was taken 

| of Gods intent and purpoſe, to what ende he choſe 
Dauid, and that hee ſheweth in theſe wo2des 3 
j The office To feede his people in Iacob, and hys inheritaunce 

| and dutie of in Iſracl. Theſe w9o2des are verp plapne, and con: 
| Puinces. tapne ſo expꝛeſlpe what is the duetie of any Pꝛince 
1 and Magi⸗ oz Magiſtrate, that none can be ignoꝛaunt, but he 
x Frates. that wiſl net knows. Foz this purpoſe they are 
| | ; choſen; To feede Gods people in Iacob, and hys 
ii f inheritaunce in Iſrael . Whether hee bee Pꝛince 
| 8: o: Emperour, Duke, Earle, Lozde, Counſel⸗ 
lour, Magiſtrate whatſocuer, fo2 thys pure 
vole hee is called, diſcharge it as well as hee will: 
He muſt feede Gods people in Iacob, and his inhe- 
ritance in Iſrael. O if God had called thein fo: ſome 


other purpoſe, howe gladly woulde they haue exe⸗ 
cuted it? If God had called thein to dyſing and 
car ding. to ſwearing and lying, to pꝛide and vani⸗ 
tie, the nuighiie men of our daxes, how buſtly had 
they done their duetie? But alas, this is not: 
To feede Gods people in Iacob, nor hys inheri- 
taunce in Iſrael. This is to feede our ſelues. Euen 

as 
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as the Oxe is fed to the laughter houſe, fo we doe 
feede our ſelues to euerlaſting confuſion . They 
that haue eares to heare, let them heare. God had 
choſen his rulerg. To feede his people in Iacob, and 
hys inheritaunce in Iſrael. Theſe are the playne 
and expꝛeſſe woꝛdes of Gods ſpirite: and then 
What outragious ſpirite is that, oz What Furie 
rather, that cryeth thus with an impudent face, 
that the Pꝛince hath not ts doe with Jacob, and 
map not meddle with Jſrael © But theſe are the 
ſteps that the man of ſinne ſhould tread, to ſpeake 
àgaynſt the Loꝛd, and pet ſap that he cannot crre. 
Theſe are the liueip markes of Antichꝛiſt, thus to 
light againſt Chꝛiſt, and pet ſaye he is his Micar. 
Such is all the religion of Papiſtry, examine it if 

ou will euen from poynt to popnt . where God 
ayth one thing, it ſapth (fil contrarp, and pet cry⸗ 
eth wich ſhame pnough, there iz no errsur in it. 
God ſapth, it is the doctrine of Deutls to fozbvd 
mariage, and the lawfrull vſs of mates : the Dope 
pꝛeſumptuouſly fozbiddeth both, and yet ſaith ſtyll 
that he hath y holy ghoſt. Paule the Apoſtle ſaith: 


Mr. 11. 15 


1. Tim. 4 3. 


If you obſerue dayes and rymes, I am afrayde that Gala. 4. To. 


the Goſpell is preached vnto you in vaine: The 
Pope ſapth, pou ſhall obſeru? both. J can diſpence 
with the poſtle, and pet he ſapth he is Ypoſtoli⸗ 
call , Saint Peter ſapth : Be you ſubiect tothe 
Prince, as to the chiefeſt: The opc ſaith, the king 


is not higheſt, but hee is aboue both Kyng and 


Reaſar, and yet he ſayth ſtili he is he Succeſioꝛ of 
Peter. And What Houd J ſap moze © Jt grie⸗ 
ucth in: to recken vp all that monlſtcrs abhomme 
tiens. It Would make a chziſtian hart to biceds, 
to ſee how he hat! deceyned the ſimpte. With his 
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payer walles and painted kyꝛes, he made them ſo a⸗ 

frayde, that they beleeued all things whatſoteuer 

Apoea). 2 2. he had ſpoken. But he is filthie, and let hun be fil⸗ 
11. thie ſtill. we will returne to our purpoſe, æ learns 
of aP2inceip Mꝛophet what is a Pꝛinccs duety. 

EG He muſt feede Jacoband *Jſract, that is, Kings 
49 13 mut he urce fathers, and Queenes mult bee 
Nurces vnts the Church of God. And to this 

ende che y mult vle their authoꝛitie that © ods chii= 

dꝛen map learne vertue and knowledge. Foz to 
ſeeke onely wo;ldip peace and cnritte, oꝛ to make 

vs liue at cale here in this wayiaringcitte,that 18, 

Heb. 13. 14 ce ther to feede fleſhe and blond, then to fecede Jas 
tob: rather to make happie this worldly fellow 
ſ:ip,then to inſtruct Ilrael. The true Jſrachte 

is ſtrong againſt the Loꝛd, and commeth with vi- 

olence to clapme the kingdome of heauen. What 

helpeth it in thys reſpect to be riche 62 hono2able - 

Pſa.4 9.7 3. If I had all the ritches in the worlde , yet coulde 1 
| nat pay the price of my brothers ſoule. Dz if J 
Had neuer ſo much rule and authozitie, J am not 

tiherfoꝛe the necrer to make interceſſion vnto God. 

Ephe. g. 12. They are other Weapons that muſt pꝛeuaile a= 
Mat. 2 2. 11. Jainſt Sathan: and it is an other attyʒe that will 
be accepted foz the mariage garinent. If we wyll 

fecde Jacob and Jirael, let vs leade them to the 

houſe of wiſedome,and trayne them vp in thefcare 

of God. The Loꝛd open the Qucenes Maieſtica 

types, that ſhce may looke to this charge: Dther= 

Wyſe if We lyticd neuer ſo peaccably vnder hir, pet 

when the Loꝛde ſhall come to alke accoinpt of hir 
ſtewardſhip, how ſhe hath fed hir fellow ſcruaunte 

with the meate appoynted them, then ſhee Will be 

found cating and dꝛinking with ſinners. 

Luke. Tr. But bicauſe wee are {3 dull of hearing, that a 
42.46. little teaching ol our dutie is not ſutficient foꝛ vs, 


gyU— — — — 
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will ſhew out of the ſcriptures ſomewhat moꝛe 
plainly, if ought map be playner, what is the dutie 
of a Pzince. The P39phete Eſay very eſtectually 
ſetteth it out in the perſon of our Sauiour Chrifk, 
ſaping : Bighteouſneſſe ſhall be the gyꝛdie of his 
loines, and faithfulicfe the buckle of his remes. It 
is true that the Pꝛince mult defende the latherleſſe 
and widdow, relieue the oppꝛeſſed, and haue no re⸗ 
ſpect of perſons in iudgement,focke peace vnto hys 
people, and gy2de himſelfe with righteouſneſſe: 
But this is alſo his dutie, and his greateſt dutie, to 
be caretuli foʒ religion, to maintame the Goſpell, to 
teach the people knowledge, and builde his whole 
gouernance with faithfuineſſe. Foz this cauſe king 
Salomon, both the mightieſt and the wileft king 
that euer Was, called himſelfe a pꝛeacher. And king 
Dauid, to teſtific howe hee knowledged his dutie, 
ſpake openly to his people: I will inſtruct thee, 
and teach thee in the waye that thou ſhalt go, 
and I will guide thee with mine eye. This gene⸗ 
rall rule king Salomon gaue vnto other: Bee dili- 
gent to knovve the eſtate of thy flocke, and rake 
heede vnto thy Heardes. For riches remaine not al- 
wayes, neyther the crovvne from generation, to 


generation. Expꝛeſſely ſhewing, that to encreaſe ri⸗ 
ches, 02 to ſci forth the gloꝛie of a kingdome, that 
ts not the greateſt duetie of a Magiſtrate. Thus 
the pꝛophet Boſeas, crying out againſt the people 
of TJſrael, hee reckeneth vp this as their greateſt 
diſoꝛder, that lying and ſwearing, and ignoꝛance of 
God was not puniſhed amongſt rem, 

And alas (dearely beloucd) if this be the ſaping 
of the Pꝛophete, let vs looke vnto it. J dare net 
but ſpcake the truth, ſceing God hath called me he⸗ 
ther. He hath rapled mee vp fo hie, when J was 

C. iij. caſt 


Eſay. 11. 5. 
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caſt downe, that J cannot foꝛget his bettefites. It᷑ 
this will not ſerue, J will ſureipe ſpeake it moze 
plainelp , when the Loꝛde ſhall open my mouth a⸗ 


gaine. Surelp if this be the ſaping of the Pꝛophet 


(as it 15 in decde) that lying , that ſwearing , that 
blinds and wilfull ignoꝛaunce ſhall be pumſhed, let 
not the 3Izincefle deceiue hir ſelfc,the fpirit of God 
doth not poſſeſſe hir heart, if ſhe heare dayly, lying 
and blaſphemeus ſwearing , and ice the peoples ig⸗ 
noꝛaunce, and pct leaue all vnpuniſhed. Looke vn= 
to theſe thinges better, if pou will looke well vnto 
pour icife : pou cannot pꝛetende ignoꝛance, this is 
plaine mough, it any thing ve inough. Ind pet leaſt 
pou ſhoulb ſeeke to buſtlp to be decepued, J wyll 
rehearſe the plaine lawe of the Loꝛde. That thys 
doctrine may be Warranted with the ſurer witneſ⸗ 
ſes, god laith of a king in the. 17. ol Deuteronomy: 
When he ſhall fit vpon the throne of his Kingdom 


„then ſhall hee write bim this lawve repeated in a 


booke by the prieſtes of the Leuites. And it thall 
be with him, and he ſhall reade therin all the dayes 
of his lyfe: That he may learne to feare the Lorde 
his God, and keepe all the wordes of his lawe, and 
theſe couenaunts,for to do them. That his heart be 
not lifted vp aboue his brethren. That he turne not 
aſide from theſe commaundements, neyther to the 
right hand, nor to the left. But that he may prolong 
lus dayes in his kingdome, hee and his ſonnes in 
the middeſt of Iſrael. 

@hislavw J know not how peur Maieſtie ſhall 
interpꝛet, bicauſe J know not pour ſpirite: but of 
(513 ain rare, it made Dauid, that he would not 
ſtitter à Wicked man in his houſe. It made Ila 


' die q vaye the Sodomites oute of Iſrael, put 


downe 


. e r os ark as aac av eo hon OA cn ans 


t 


_ an _— YgFyT $9 »"> ew OE BY W# | \\ Oey Rf © on 


before the Queenes Maieſtie. 


Bowne the J dolles, depoſe his owne mother from 
hir dignitie. It made Jeoſophat, Ezechiag, Joſi⸗ 
as, euen in the beginning of their raigne , to make 
godly and zealous refo:mations in religion, and ne⸗ 
uer conſuited farther with the hie pꝛieſtes. May, it 
made Salomon to put downe Abiather that was 
the hye pꝛieſt, and to place Sadoc a better in hys 
rowine. This made manyc godly E mimperours in 
the pꝛimitine Church, to call generall Touncels,ts 
refozinc many miſoꝛders crept into the Church: to 
depoſe many ambicious and pꝛowde Popes , and 
place better in their rowme. Ind he that denyeth 
this, denieth the Sunne to ſhine at noone dapes. 
And as this law hath thus wꝛought heretofoꝛe: fa 
when it lighteth in a good ſpirite, J am ſure it will 
doe the like hereafter. Jt will moout a godly Ma⸗ 
ieſtrate, to haue his chieteſt care to maintaine rcli= 
gion, and to ſuppꝛeſſe ſuperſtition. And luch is 
Gods righteons iudgement, that whoſoeucr ſþalt 
doe the contrarye , J am fare his owne conſcience 
Will condemne himſelfe. It is the lawe of nature, 
and it maketh the moſt Wickedſt Magiſtrate to 
ſigh and ſaye in his heart, in remembꝛaunce of hys 
ſinne: Sure this doyng will not laſt alwap , God 
hath appoynted me foz ſome other purpoſe . This 
Was the grcateſt fault that pzowde Agamemnon 
couide finde in all the glozye of hys Kingdotne, 
T& 0&1 *&4 ofwdevia evetrert Top Pio 
when Gods cauſe goeth not vpꝛiqht, it lapeth the 
clozp of mp kingdome in the duſt, it turneth vplide 
downe all my lyfe and happineſſe. Thus it happee 
ncih with the wicked wholocucr they are: they= 
condeiune their owne doing, when they ſeeke not to 
ſet out the gloꝛye of God. The lawe of God hath 
thus commaunded it, the godly kings of Fuda and 
Jeruſalem haus euer moe pꝛactiſed it, the yy 
E mpe⸗ 
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A Sermon preached 


Emperdurs in the pꝛimitiue Church made it theft 
chiefeſt ſtudie, the lawe of nature hath engrauen it 
in the heart ot man: and what godlye Vꝛince can 
nowe ſleepe in ſecuritie, it he haue no care vnto it: 
Eſpecially ſeeing Hed is God of all vH agiſtrates, 
and they are his creatures. This :s thetrc greateit 
ſtudie, to ſhewe obedience vnto him, to fecde hys 
pcople, and ſet forth his religion. 

But here IJ thinke ſome will caſilp ſap : If this 
be ſo aspou teache it, then the caſe is cleare, the 
Painceis a ſpirituall Magiſtrate: It belongeth 
vnto him torefozine religion:he is the hyeſt Judge 
in the Church ot God, to cfiablithe that by lawe 
which the lawe o God hath aprovnted. Yow then 
that the Pope ſecth not this © rohy doe not others 
ſee it, that reade and knowe the frriptures © The 
Empcreurs therilciues , Why haue not chey ſerne 
it - Howe grewe the Pee vp to ſuche vnbꝛideled 
atthozitie?ꝰ Howe the cope ſhoulde come to ſo 
great aucthoꝛitie, know no cauſc but this, that it 
was the Will of God, and ſuch was the depth of 
his ſecrete iudgements: The purple Whoze ſhould 
make all the Dꝛmces ofthe carth to danke of the 
cups of hir foꝛnications. Wut ſeꝛ the 45opes ſeeing 
02 not ſeeing of his owne abhominations, Þ know 
not his eye light, J cannot tell whether he doth ſce 
them, oz ſee then not, but J thinke he ſeeth them. 
Foz J ſee in allages, hewe God hath rayſed pv 
ſoine haue inueped bitterly agapnilt his intollera⸗ 


ble pꝛide. If he ſeeth it not, his eyes are very ſick, 
t hunſelfe is a verier beaſt than cucr was Mabu⸗ 


chodonoſot . And the Koꝛde be pꝛapſed, that hath 
Hardned his pꝛowd hart, and reucled better knows 
ledge vnto little ones. why other ſhould not ſce it 
that reads the ſcriptures as well as we, and are ag 


Sell learned as we, I. con aſſigne no other * 
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before the Oueenes Maieſtie. 

dut ſay with the Pꝛophete, Gods iudgements are 

like to a great depth. They are as they are, and 

What thep arc it ſkilleth nothing vnto vs. J came 

not Hither to compare with learning, who bee He⸗ 

bꝛues, and who be none. am ſure, if they did ſebe , Cor. xx. 
hun in the ſimplicity of their hart, and call after hum al. 3 l. 6 
in the truth, not in their owne inuentions, that then woes 
they ſhonid ſinde him. Now they ſeeke the lyuing 
ſpꝛings in vaine, bicauſe they ſeeks them in the pud⸗ Math 
dels that they haue digged themſelues . And they n. 15.9. 
ſecke foꝛ the Goſpel of laluation in vame, bycauſe 
they followe the doctrine that is but pꝛeceptes of 
men. But what if many learned ſee it not? Js 
it not therekoze truth, that is ſo playne in the 
ſcriptures - 

Let me aſke againc I beſcech you this queſtion: Ero. 20. 
Why did not Pharao ſce, that Moyſes and Aaron Fx, g 75: 
were ſent of God: They turncd all his waters x, g. 17 
into bloud : They bꝛought vpon him Frogs that 2 
couered all his lande: They plagued him wyth 1 
great ſwarmes of L ice and Flyes: They feared . 9-23 
him with thunders and lightning, and with great Ex0. 10. 2 2 
tetnpelts : They made darkneſle thick and ſenſible Exo. 12. 29 
vppon the face of the earth: They ſlewe the firſt Exo. 14.21 
bozne of all that was in the land: why knewe not Evo. 14. 28 
Pharao that they were ſent of God! They dem- 
ded the red ſca, and went thoꝛowe on dꝛye lande: 

What madneſſe made him venter to go fo delperat⸗ 
ly after: why Would he not be taught, til the wa⸗ 
ter coucred hun, and all the hoſt: ſhoulde the age 


lere. 2. 


8 
* 


Exo. 8. 24 


that came after him reaſon thus againſt Jiracl ; 
It pour God bee the Loꝛde of heauen end earth, 


why did not our fathers knowe him: why did not 
the Scribes and Pharilcys know Chuſt to be the Tohn.r. 27 
Weiltas 2 They hearde John Baptiſt giuc him | 
plainc telkimonic ; whp did they not belecue hun 

D. j. The 
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Mat. 1 1. 5 


Mat. 9. 4 
loh. 11.34 


Joh. 7. 48 


Math. 7.3 


A Sermon preached 


The ſame Chaift fulfilled all that was ſpoken by 
the Pꝛophets: why could they not ſee that he was 
the Sauiour of the wozlde? Nee made the blinde 
to ſee, the deale to heare, the dumbe to ſpeake , the 
lame to go. He made the ſicke and diſcaled Wholc. 
He rayſed vp the dead: Yee tolde vnto them enen 
their thoughts and cogitations . Howe were they 
ſo dull of vnderſtanding, that pet they coulde not 
know him: Ik this may be ſufficient to repzooue 
a truth (why do not other ſee it,) then the hari⸗ 
ſeis reaſon well agaynſt Chꝛiſt, when thep ſapde 
vnto the people: whp do none ofthe Pꝛinces and 
rulers belcue in him: 

Vut ſee J beſcect) port, how great is eur mad⸗ 
neſſe that thus reaſon of other men, why they ſee 
oꝛ ſee not. why haue we our ſelues ſo great beaines 
in our eyes, that wee cannot ſee our owne eſtate 
and condition: why doe we not lee the ſhoꝛtneſſe 


Heb. 13.14 of our lyfe, but thus liue in the woꝛlde, as though 


Rom. 3.5 


we ſhould liuc euer Seing we haue a righteous 


RO. 2. 2 3. 4 God. that will be a reuenger of his owne cauſe, and 
Tam. 4.14. puniſh our tranſgreſſiens, why doe wee ſinne pet 


Eſa. 4. 6. 7 


Joh. 5. 24 
Ioh. 8.15 


dayly moꝛe and moꝛe? Seing our life is but a va⸗ 
pour, and ail our glozyc is but as the flower in the 
fielde, Why bee wee ſo bewitched with loue of fo 
great vanitie? Seing our eſtate ſhal be befoze God 
euerlaſt ing, and theſe accompted dapes come ſo faſt 
to an ende, that we ſhall bee ſpeedily called: why 
be We ſtil fe careleſſe in what ſoꝛt we ſhal appcare - 
Seing Gods thzeatninges are ſo neare vnto vs, 
und the daungers that hang ouer our heades are ſo. 
many: ſceing Gods midgements are ſo fearekull, 
and his wꝛath burning foꝛ euer: why are wee fo 
careleſſe? And why is it pet true, that was ſpoken 
ſo long agone - 
Heu viuunt homines tanquã mors nulla ſequatur: 
| | 4 Aut 
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before the Queenes Maieſtie. 


Aut velut infernus fabula vana foret. 

Wh doe we liue as though wee ſhould neuer dia, 

and as though hell fire were an olde wines fable 2 

Beleue rec, beleue mee, this is ttitoilerable blinde⸗ 

neſſe, ſeing we be fo bleare eyed cur ſelues, that we 

can not ſee betoꝛe vs nepther heauen noꝛ hell, pet 

that wee will reaſon agaynſt Gods truth, by any 

mans epc light whether he ſes oz ſee not. J we lift 

to marnelt at the dumeſſe of mans eyes. we cannot 

Well maruell at any thing ſo much, as at our owne lob 10 
fooliſyneſſe, that cannot ſee our ſelues. Let vs loke 3 
at the laft to our owne cſtate, and os foꝛ other men, m. 2.19 
let vs lcaue them vnto the KL oꝛde, hee doth bnowe ! Cor. 1. 26 
molk alſt:redly who be his. They are net the Wiſe 

| pꝛudent of this woꝛld that he hathchoſen. There 

are not many Princes and noble men in the face of 

his Church. If 492zinces and Magiſtrates wyll 

be ſtil rebellious, what is that to va:? If the Pope 

and his hyꝛelings will be blinde Lili, pet the ſcrip⸗ | 
ture is the ſcripture . The vnfaxthfull Stewarde Luk. 16. 7. 


_ ncuer lineth moꝛe ristouſſp, than when his Loꝛde 


is euen at hand to call him to his acccuntes. The Mar. 25.6 
fooliſh virgins are neuer faſter a iecve, than When 
the Bꝛidegroome is readie to enter into hys wed⸗ 
ding Chamber. The childꝛen of this Woꝛld are ne: Lu. 1 2. 20 
uer buſilicr occupied, than the night ber oꝛe tizey2 2. The. 2.4 
ſoules ſhall be taken from them. The ſonne cf 
perdition {hall neuer bee moze loſtie, than in theſe 
latter dayes when he ſhall bee reuealed. But fox 
thele that are fo blinde, let them bee blinde ſtul: let 1 
vs appꝛoche vnto the thꝛone ef grace wyth fapth, 24-18 
that the lecretes ot the Loꝛde map be reucaled vnto 
vs. As foꝛ Ringes and Emperours, ik pou will 
pct ale why could they noi fe it, but commit them⸗ 
ſelues vnto fo great flauerye: alas pocze crea⸗ 
tures, howe coulde they fee in the nudſt of lo great 

| D. ij. darkiiclie ? 
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Apoc. 15.8 
Apo. 5. 2 


A Sermon preached 


darkneffe - Dow could they reade, when the booke 
was faſt ſealcd » Howe coulde they diſcerne the 


voyce, when they heard no lounde, but of tinkling 
Cymbals: But this was the great ſubtutie and 
craft of Sathan. He knoweth how willingly we 
be caried to woꝛldly ſtudies, and whether wee did 
incline, thither he thꝛuſt vs headlong. Ye knoweth 
what coꝛruption he hath ſowne in our nature, and 
howe vnwillingipe wee meddle with the things of 
God: and thercfoze it was an caſic pꝛactiſe foz the 
Pope his miniſter , ts pull away heauenlye cares 
from all Pꝛinces gouermnentes Thep are gree= 
uous vnto fleſh and bloud, and inch as kings loue 
not to meddle withail. This was onc meane why 
Pꝛinces did not their dutic. In other was as great 
8s tis: they heard the Pepe fo magnityed, that 
they thought him halfe a God, when they were 
once perſwaded the Popes pardons ſhoulo bee no 
ſmall oricharge, who woulde not wiliingip ſubmit 


himſelfe with all humilitie to recepue it? If Wee 


map lite all our lyte in ryot, and yet after thoꝛowe 
the opes bleſſing reſt in the peace of the Church: 
Who would refuile any popilh ſubiection? Make 
men once dꝛunke with this opinion, and they are 
at pour commaundement co doe what pou Will: 
Warcfoote and barelegge they will wayte at pour 
gate, ſet your foote tt pou will in the Emperours 

neck, he will refuſe no villanic. * 
Well, nowe that God hath delyuered vs out of 
that kingdoime of darkeneſſe, nowe We knowe the 
Pope to be Antichꝛiſt, his pꝛayers to be cuill, hys 
pardons to be worſe than the ipnne of witchcraft: 
tet vs looke at the lad to our w dutie, and truſt 
no moe to ſuche a bꝛoken ſtaffe. JE SOD hath 
made vs Pꝛinces o2 Magiſtrates, ict vs fcede His 
peopic m Jacob, and hys myzcritaunce in J Th 
This 
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before the Queenes Maieſtie. 


This is our duty, let vs harken vnto it: and that 
Wwe map do it the better, jet vs inquire how it may 
beſt be diſcharged. Ind J beſecch your Mateſtie The ſoke⸗ 
to harken, J wyli fpeake nothing accoꝛdyng to garde ofa 
man, which mape caſely bee contemned : but that Mzinceis 
Shich J will ſpeake ſhall be out of the mouth of trac obedi⸗ 
the £02de : in obeying whereof ſhall conſiſt your ence to E od 
ſafcgard, and the health of pour kingdeme. 

Eſpecially and aboue all things locke vnto your 
miniſtery. There is no cemmaunocment gyuen 
oftner in the olde teſtawent: none gyuen oftner in 
the newe. when God woulde ſpecially bleſſe the Nume. 3 
people of Iſrael, he ſcattreb the Leuits among the 
other tribe, that the Law might bee taught in all 
the coaſtes or Jewzp. When Chili woulde bing 
into the Woꝛld the light or the Goſpel, he ſent toꝛth 
bys Apoſtles to g2each vnto euery creature. In 
the olde lawe God ſigriicd by inany outward to⸗ 
kens, howeneceſſarp the Pueſthood Was for tho Ex. 25.25 
inſtruction ot his peepic, and what Pziefis he re⸗ 
tz upzed. The ftatics Were alwayes in the rings of 
the Arke. the tauinpe cuer burning, to ſhewe that 
the Mꝛieſtes ſhoulde alwaves declare the Will of 
Gos vnto hys people, and offer vp the tweere in= 
cenſe of contynnall pꝛaxer. On the neather ende of Exod. 2 f. 33 
the robe of the ©phod, Were bels alway ſounding, 3 4.35. 
to icacye tizat the Pꝛieſt ſpouide bee cucr heard, 
het ſocuer he did go. aud ſhewe himlelte a Meſ⸗ 
ſenger of the Loꝛde of hoſteg. In the bꝛeaſtplate Ex. 23 30 
he had A run and Thumitn, two lpuelp pꝛeſenta⸗ : 
tions of Gods pꝛeſence, to be Wuneſſes vnto the 
Pꝛieſt of his hnowledge and righteouſneſſe. In Er 2 f. c 
the plate of goide vpon his fozehcad was engra⸗ 3 
uen in great golden letters, helyneſſe vnto the 
Node: to teſtitc hys vpꝛyght lyte and coꝝuerſa⸗ 
tion. God foꝛbade any ſtraunger to enter in an: ong 

them, 
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A Sermon preached 


them, except he were circumciſed in hart. Ind of 
the childꝛen of Jaron, if anye had faulted in his 
miniſterie, he {121d by no repentance be recepucd 
againe to the Pꝛieſthood. Thys was the care that 
God had then of his Pzreithood , that he myght 
keepe in holyneſſe ali the chilbzen of Jſrael. 

This is the care that wee muſt haue of out 
Miniſterie, if we Wil haue the Goſpeil ef Chꝛiſt 
to grow. This care was greateſt vnto tie godlye 
Builcrs and Pꝛinces of Jirael, to the ende they 
might keege the ſanctuary vndefiled. This care 
muſt ve greateſt in thole that be chꝛiſtian Magi⸗ 
ſtratcs, it they loue Gods glozye, and the increaſe 
of his Goſpel . Thus did king Salomon in the 
begin ging of his raigne, when he pet downe Abi⸗ 
athar, and made Sadec highs Pref. Thus dyd 
Jeolaphat, when to rekoꝛme religion he ſent foꝛth 
Leuites into the coaſtes of Fſrael. Thus did E⸗ 
zechias at the entrance of his kingdome, when this 
Was his rſt care, how the Leuites might be pꝛo⸗ 
uided fo. But of al other, Wetſes who had recei⸗ 
ued the conmmmundement of God himſelke, as ap⸗ 
pcareth, did eſpecially tce what was the neceſſitie 
of the mmiſter. Tn the. z 3. ot Deutcronotp,a lit⸗ 
tic betoꝛe his death, thus he mabeth his prayer: 
Let thy Vrim and Thumim be with thy bely one, 
whom thou diddeſt prooue in Maſah, and diddeſt 
cauſe him to ſerue at the waters of Meribah , who 
{ayde vnto his father and to his mother: I haue nor 
ſeene them, neyther knoweth he his brethren,nor 
yet his owne children, but they obſerued thy word 
and kept thy couenaunt. They ſhall teache lacob 
thy iudgements, and Iſrael thy law. They ſhall put 
inſence beſore thy face, and burnt offering vpon 
thy .aultcr . Bleſſe O Lorde his ſubſtaunce, and 

accept 
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before the Queenes Maieſtie. 


accept the worke of his handes. Smite through the 
loynes of them that riſe vp agaynſt hym, and of 
them that hate hym , chat they riſe not vp agayne. 
Marke TJ beſcech you, both his great care howe 
the Leuites might pꝛoſper, and his notable deſcri= 
bing of theta , what maner of men they ſhall bee. 
Firft,he pzaycth that true knowledge and vnder⸗ 
ſtanding be neuer remooucd from them : their at⸗ 
fection towardes Gods Sanctuarie map be ſuch, 
that nepthcr father noꝛ mother, Wyfe no2 childzen 
doe keepe them backe from obcdience to the laws 
and couenant. O that our Miniſters were ſuch as 
Moiſes pꝛayed fo2. Then no doubt God woulde 
bleſſe them accoꝛding to their requeſt, ⁊ conkounde 
the ir aduerlaries that rife vp againſt them. Ind 
here alſo inarke his great 3cale foꝛ their · pꝛoſperity. 


Me was the pacienteſt man, and had the myledeſt 


nature of all the people of Iſrael: pet coulde he 
not ſuppꝛeſſe his goed and great affection . but 
bzake out into thele woꝛdeg: Smite through the 


| loynes of them that rile vp againſt him, and of 


them that hate him, that they riſe not yp againe. 
O Lode, if Mopſes had lpued in our daycs, and 
ſcene this adulterous generation that ſo ſpopleth 
tho Leuits, how would his zeale haue beene infla⸗ 
med againſt them Yee would haue cryed out as 
good Nehemias cryed: Plague them O Lord, that 


defile thy Prieſthood. And good were it foz theſe Nehemi. 6 


ſinfull men, that God would ſend his plagues vp= 14. Capi. 13 
on them, while yet they haue time to repent. Now 5. 30. 


We want a Moiſes to pꝛay foꝛ theyꝛ puniſhment, 
fo2 they ſleepe in theie ſynneg: and God J feare 
hath reſerued them to a greater puniſhment. The 
Loꝛd graunt vs grace ts remember the latter end, 
and now looke while it is pet time, to the good — 
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A Sermon preached 
der of the Miniſterie. When God pꝛomiſed to e⸗ 
ſtabliſhe his mercies with his Church, hee pꝛo⸗ 
miled thas, as the greateſt token of hys loue: 
I wyll giue you Paſtors according to my hart, that 
ſhall feede you with knowledge & vnderſtanding. 
When he would haue thein haue ſure hope that he 
Was their God, and they were his people, he ſayde 
he would giue them Leuites that ſhould teach hys 
people, the difference betweene the holpe, and p20= 
phane, betwecne the vncleane, and the cleane: he 
pꝛomyſed them thys as a perpetuall couenaunt: 
The lips of tue Prieſt ſhall keepe knowledge, and 
they ſhail ſeeke the Law from his mouth : For he 
is the Meſſenger of the Lorde of hoſtes. And this 
was the charge that God gaue ſtraitely vnto the 
Paicſthood ; That they ſhoulde tell his people of 
their ſinnes, and the houſe of Iacob their offences. 


A miſerabie coin non wealth it muſt needes be, and 
farre ſcperated from God and his mercies, that 
hath blynde leaders, who cannot leade theinſelues. 


who ſo fearcth the Loꝛde wyll ſurely locke vnto 


it, that he maintayne no ſich offences wpthin his 
kingdome, noꝛ nouriſhe any ſuch ſoꝛes in the body 
of his countrie. If a man be once called to the mi⸗ 
niſterie, let him attende vpon his flocke, and feede 
them as his duetie bindeth him, with the foode of 
lpfe, oꝛ lette him bee remooued . Chziſt ſapde : 
Paſce, paſce paſce, Fetde, feede, fecde. This charge 
he hath giuen, euen as we loue him ſo to ſee it exe = 


cuted. Sap what we Will lay, and the moꝛe wee 


ſaye it, the moꝛe in pudentiy we ſhall lye, if we ſap 
We louc hun, whyic we kecpe not hys comme un⸗ 
dements . would to ged We were wile to vnder⸗ 
ſtand it. C hꝛiſi ſayde they are the fait of the earth, 
and what ſhall be donc with them, ik they can — 
on 


+ 


Q*” 
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before the Queenes Maieſtic. 
ſon nothing-Chzilt ſayde, they are the light of the 
Woꝛid: ano what heape of nnieries tial thep bzing 
with them, it they themiclues be darke ? Chzilt 


ſayde, they be the watchmen : and what cale ſhall 


the S itie be in, it they do nothing but ſlepe, and de⸗ 
ught in ſleepuig: who ſceth not theic incurable 
ſicknelics, that can ſce anye thing: They are the 
Paſtoꝛs, & how hungry mult the flocke ve, when 
they haue no focde to gyue them: They are the 
teachers: and how great is the ignoꝛaunce, where 
they themſelues knowe nothing? Thep are the 
Euangeliſtes oz Meſſengers of gladde tpbings 3; 
How little hope haue they, and what ſlender fapth, 
=_— Meſſengers cannot tell what the &ozve 
apth ? | 

The Loꝛde enlarge within pour Maieſtie, the 
bowels of mercye, that pou may once hare pittie 
vpon pour pooꝛe ſubiects. This cogitation made 
Paule ſap co-Tinothy , a painefull father vnto a 
carefu!l childe : 1 charge thee before God, and be- 


fore the Lorde leſus Chriſt, that ſhall iudge the 


quicke and deade at his appearaunce, and in his 
kingdome : preache the worde, be inſtant in ſea- 
ſon, & out of ſeaſon: reproue, rebuke, exhort. &c. 
Ot all miſcries wherewith the Church i grieueo, 
none is greater than this: that hir Miniſters bee 
ignoꝛaunt, and can ſap nothing. what could J ero⸗ 
boam do inoꝛe than this, to ſtrengthen alt his J do⸗ 


latrie, then to make him Pꝛieſtes of the loweſt of 


che people! what could haut made a (being o⸗ 
therwiſe religious) ſo ſoone to haue turned away 
from the ſeruice of God, fauing onciy he ſukferon 
His people to be without a Pꝛieſt, which coulde 
teach them the wezde of Ged? What plague did 
God thzeaten greater againſt a rebeihous peopte, 

E.]. than 
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than that Hee Woulde take from them thefr trus 
P2:sophets © when were the peoples linnes lo ripe 
to pꝛocure vengcaunce, as when their Pzcachers 
were dum Dogs, e coulde not barck? And what 
J beleech pou is our condition better? Dz what 
be manye Miniſters of our txme and Countrie, 
other than dum Dogs Surelp, as Ahijah ſayds 
of the people of Iſrael, fo we may ſap of our Mi⸗ 
niſters: Baye we not made vs Pꝛieſtes lyke the 
people of our Country? who lo euer commeth to 
conlecrate with a pong Bullock, & ſeauen Rams, 
the ſame may be a Pꝛieſt foz them 5 are no Gods. 
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And lo ſurely if we ſerucd Baal, a great number 


of our Pꝛieſtes at this dap were tollerable. But 
if We ſerue the L 02d, what do they with that func⸗ 
tion they cannot ſkill of - Let them returne againe 


to their olde occupation . And yet this is but one 


enill : und if it were rekoꝛmed, pet much fill were 
amiſſe. If J would declare vnto pour Maieſtie 
all the great abuſcs that are in our Miniſterio, J 
ſhould leade pou along in the ſpirite, as S od dyd 
the Pꝛophet Ezechiel: and after many into llera⸗ 
ble eus, yet I ſhall ſay ſtiil vnto you, beholde pou 
ſhall ſee mo abhominations than theſe. 

J would firft leade pou to pour Benefices, and 
behold ſome are de filed with impꝛopꝛiations, ſome 
with ſcqucſtrations, ſome loaden with penſions, 
ſome robbed of their commoditics. And pet behold 
moꝛe abhominations than theſe . KL ooke after this 
vpon your Patrones,and loe, ſome are ſelling their 
benefices , ſome farming them, ſome keepe them 
fo2 their childꝛen, ſome giue them to Boyes, ſcme 
to ſeruing men, a very fewe ſeeke after learned Pa⸗ 
ſtoꝛs . Ind yet pou ſhall ſee moze abhominations 
than theſe. Look e vpon pour M iiſterie, and there 
are ſome of one occupation, ſome of another, fans 
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Hake buckicrs, ſome Ruffians, ſome hawkers and 


Hunters, ſome Dicers and Carders , ſome blinde 
guides, and cannot ſee, ſome dumbe dogs and will 
not barcke. And pet a thouſande moe tniquityes 
haue nowe couered the Pꝛieſthood. Ind pet pou in 
the meane while that al theſe Whoꝛdomes are coin= 


mitted, pou at whoſe handes God will require it, 


ou (it ſtil and are carelcffe, let men do as they liſt. 
t toucheth not belike your common wealth , and 
therefoze pou are ſo well contented to let all alone. 
The Loꝛd increaſe the giftes of his holp ſpirite in 
pou, that from fapth to fayth you may grow conti⸗ 
nually,til that vou be zealous as good king Dauid, 
to woꝛke his will. If vou knowe not howe to re⸗ 
foꝛme this. oꝛ haue ſs little counſel! (as mans heart 
is blinded) that you can deniſe no way, aſke coun⸗ 
cell at the mouth of the Lozde , and hys holy Wyll 
ſhall be reuealed vnto pou. 
To refoꝛme euill Patrones, vour Maieſty muſt 
ſtrengthen pour lawes, that they may rule as well 
hye as lows. Xs Eſdꝛas ſayde once, ſo may I laye 


now: The handes of the Pꝛinces and Rulers, are 


chiefe in this treſpaſſe. If pou will haue it amen⸗ 
ded, pou muſt pꝛouide ſo that the higheſt may be a⸗ 
frayde to offende . To keepe backe the ignoꝛaunt 
from the Miniſterie, whome God hath not called 
to ſuch a function, take away pour authoꝛitie from 
the Biſhoppes, ict them not thus at their pleaſure 
make Miniſters in their Cloſſet , whome ſo euer 
it picaſeth them, To ſtop the inconueniences that 
grow in the mpniſterp by other, who ſap they are 
learned and can pꝛeach, and yet doe not, chat are as 
N ſapde dum Dogs, and will not barcke, bꝛidle at 
the leaſt their greedie appetpteg, pull out of theyz 
mouthes theſe poyſoned bones, that they lo greedi⸗ 
Ip gnaw vpon. Take awap Diſpenſations, Plu⸗ 

E. ij. ralities, 
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ralities, Totquotes, Monreſidences, and ſuche os 
ther ſinnes. Pull downe the Court of Facultyes, 


the Mother and MNurce of all ſich abhominations. 


tell pou this befoꝛe O D, that quickeneth all 
hings, and befoze our Loꝛde Jeſus Chaiſt , that 
ſhall iudge the quicke and the deade , in his appea⸗ 
raunce, and in his kingdome: amend theſe hozrible 
abuſes, and the L oꝛde is on pour right hande, vou 
hall not be reinooued foꝛ euer. Let theſe things a⸗ 
lone, and Ged is a righteous God, he Will one dap 
call pou to pour reckening. The God of all glozis 
open pour eies to ſee his hie kingdome, and cnflame 
pour heart to deſire it. 

The third thing that J ſapde in this place was 
ts be noted, was of Dau'd himſelfe, how fapthful- 
iy he executed that where vnto he was called. The 
Pꝛophet ſapth : He fed them in the ſinceritie of his 
hart, and guided them with the diſcretion of hys 
handes. An excellent vertue, and incete foꝛ King 


Damd, that woes a man accoꝛding to the hart of 
God. Ve kncewe that obedience was better than 


| Cacrifice ; and that Gods veople were neuer better 


ruled. than when their Jzinces bzeught into cap⸗ 
tye their owne vnderſtanding, and in ſimplicitie of 
heart were obedient enly to the wiſedome of God. 
He had to good experience of his owne wildome, 
and had tryed it often Howe it made him to rebell: 
therefoꝛe to pleaſe God effectually, he walked in 
his ſimplicitie. O that our Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces had 
fo great meaſure of Gods holp ſpirite: how many 
and qrieuous burthens ſhould then be taken from. 
vs, that nowe Chiſt ian eyes and eares can hards 
Ip beholde and heare? how many ſinnes ſhould be 
Extinct and buried, that nowe vains pollicte doth 
maintains and ſtrengthen 7 (The ipme is paſt, and 
A will ſap no moze. 
hs 


pat. of 


before the Queenes Maizſtie? 

The God of all mercy, and Father of all cons 
ſolation enſpire our harts with wiſedome, that we 
maye walke befoze God in our ovone ſunplicitie, 
That what his holy woꝛde hath ſyoken, we may 
humbly heare, and reaſon; not againſt it, bicauſe 
of cur common wealth. Then ſhall we ende theſe 
ſhoꝛt and euill dapes with gladneſſe. Ind when 
Chꝛiſt ſhall appeare in glozie and maieſtie to iudge 
the quick and derade, Wee ſhall ſtande on the ryght 
hande, in the number of hos Elect, and heare 
that lait and happieſt ſentence that ncuer ſha i beg 
called back agayne: Come ye bleſſed of my father, 
and poſſeſſe the kingdome which is prepared for 

ou, from the beginning of the worlde. The 
which time the Loꝛde vzing haſtily vppon vs, 
euen foꝛ his Sonnes ſake $ clus Chill 
our Samour: to whome with the 
holpe Ghoſt , th;ce perſons 
and onc god, be all ha⸗ 
nour , and glo2yc 
both now and 
euer. inc. 


FINIS. 


Printed by Henry Denham. 


* 
4 
, 


— 


* N ” 
+ os TE AIG 


* — — AR & — 7 — — g * 4 1 "W419 
ers hs © Ig ono. og: 2 9 PP eee 


: 
4 
i 
? 
(] 
1 
* 


„ uo 


1 
, 


. 


2 


. 
# 
f ſ 
„ 
U 


4 
* 
* * — — 2 £44 — = 8 8 . 
8 i : | orig - nods. << ts 8 
- : .. AY n r 4 ——_y - 9446 * - . 228 ( 05m ates Wn 4 ws w ONE SEEN 4 g . 
N. N =: * * eee eee eee CC 1 RES 0 8 
Aba — — — hs 
» ) # — tr. 2 - 
5 * * — — 


4 
”_—_ 2 —— „ 


